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We don’t so much own the land we raise our
product on but are guardians for the genera-
tions who follow.

The ranching culture in California goes back
almost 400 years. During that time not much
has changed in ranching and the care that goes
into land stewardship. My view is that the
health of our rangeland is dependent on these
guardians. Ranching is culturally, economically
and environmentally good for the land.

As the Rangeland Trust celebrates its 10th year
in operation I think that there has been a shift
in the perception (a paradigm) that ranchers
really are the guardians of the land. People
and government are finally realizing that what
the rancher has been doing for the past several
hundred years has been a good thing.

We hold the trust of the rancher
in high esteem and will work with
them to keep them ranching.

Good things are happening too, for instance
the positive changes to the farm bill and estate
tax incentives. It is being realized that if the
rancher is left alone to thrive the rewards go
beyond the rancher and their land. It becomes
a blend of economics and environmental main-
tenance.

It is an honor and a privilege to serve as chair-
man of the board for the California Rangeland
Trust. The board and staff is an incredible group
of men and women who have a far reaching
vision for the future of our culture which is so
much a part of California’s heritage. The men
and women of Rangeland Trust are ranchers
themselves and work hard teaching their chil-
dren to care for the land that they love.

Recently our board treasurer Scott Stone and
his family were awarded the National Envi-
ronmental Stewardship Award. An award given
by the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association
along with the Natural Resource Conservation
Service for outstanding stewardship on their

_- GUARDIANS OF THE LAND

ranch. This is a testament to our board and
the kind of people we have serving us.

The work of the California Rangeland
"Trust is unique because we are a cattlemen’s
land trust made up of cattlemen. Which
gives us advantage over other land trusts in
the State, because we have an understand-
ing of ranching and ranching families. We
hold the trust of these land stewards in
high esteem and will work with them to
keep them ranching. We know that good
ranching practices help maintain habitat for
plants and animals while preserving the cul-
ture and heritage of the ranching families
who have a deep appreciation and respect

for the land they live on.

The Rangeland Trust is dedicated to preserving
the critical mass needed to maintain the open
space that provides for clean air and clean water
while producing food and fiber for this country.
Supporting the Rangeland Trust ensures that
these things continue to happen.

As our organization grows and we are able to
protect more of California’s ranches, the public
will realize more and more, the importance of
keeping the landowners who have been pro-
tecting their land on the land. They have been
providing not only for their families but for
everyone’s families by producing a product and
protecting wildlife and watersheds. We intend
to continue moving forward offering alterna-
tives to selling property, to keeping generations
of guardians of the land on the land.

As we enter our 10th year we have turned a
corner in preserving California’s ranches who
provide for the open space, natural habitat and
stewardship of these working landscapes. We
have successfully conserved over 183,000 acres
of private rangeland in California and helped
the families on these ranches continue their
stewardship and lifestyle.

I would like to thank the ranchers who have
put their faith in us to help them continue their
tradition of caretaking and providing for the
future of ranching families. \\/
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CRT Updates

YOLO LAND & CATTLE COMPANY WINS
ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP AWARD

The California Rangeland Trust (CRT),
California Cattlemen’s Association (CCA)
and Natural Resource Conservation
Service (NRCS) are excited to announce
that the Hank Stone Family from Yolo
Land & Cattle Company, Winters, Calif.,
was announced as the 2008 Environmental
Stewardship Award national winner on
Thursday, Feb. 7th at the National Cattle-
men’s Beef Association (NCBA) Annual

Convention in Reno.

“The Stone family is a tremendous asset
to the cattle industry, serving as leaders in
beef production, rangeland conservation
and natural resource enhancement,” CCA
President Bruce Hafenfeld said. “Their
legacy of environmental stewardship
exemplifies the commitment of ranchers
throughout the state who manage Califor-
nia’s open spaces, water sheds and wildlife
habitat.”

Supporters and active members of the
California agriculture community, Yolo
Land & Cattle Company was originally
nominated by CCA and CRT for NCBA’s
Region VI Environmental Stewardship
Award, which the Stone family won, put-
ting them in the company of five other
beef cattle operations for the national
award.

“It is so rewarding to work with conserva-
tionists like the Stones,” says Lincoln "Ed"
Burton, State Conservationist for NRCS.

RANGELAND TRUST WELCOMES NEW BOARD MEMBER

Jack Rice of Davis is the California Rangeland
Trust’s newest board member. He is the owner/
operator of Larabee Ranch in Redcrest where
he focuses on cattle and hay production.

After graduating from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo
with a bachelors of science in agribusiness
Jack went on to UC Davis Law School. He
earned his law degree concentrating in envi-

“They are big picture people and their
work and its results carries benefits across
two watersheds and their easement and
ethics mean that their efforts will tran-
scend time.” Hank and Suzanne Stone,
owners of Yolo Land and Cattle, along
with their sons—Scott and Casey Stone
and their wives, Karen and Angela Stone
have made it a family goal to continu-
ally enhance and improve their ranching
operation while involving the community.
Their efforts have brought together their
neighbors, surrounding school children,
Audubon California and California De-
partment of Forestry and Fire Protection,
NRCS and other state and local organiza-
tions and agencies. Their vegetative man-
agement program has become California’s
largest for the purpose of conducting
annual spring grass burns and fall brush
burns on a total of 45,000 acres in western

Yolo County.

“This is exciting, especially when it hap-
pens to a friend in our own back yard,”
said Devere Dressler, CRT board chair-
man. “The Stone’s are a tremendous
example of how California ranchers are
using innovative techniques to maintain
the viability of their ranching operation
while using existing ranching practices to
protect and enhance the natural environ-
ment. The partnerships they have created
help insure that ranchers keep ranching
and their stewardship continues.”

ronmental and agricultural law and now runs
his own practice in Davis. His background and
personal vision for agriculture, “lead me to
believe we must strive to adapt to the chang-
ing circumstances of our time. | believe the
California Rangeland Trust is engaged in this
very effort of adaptation by striving to preserve
working landscapes.”

Stone family with conservation easement sign

The Stone family’s operation fully lives
up to its management philosophy, “Take
care of the land and the land will take care
of you.” In addition to vegetative man-
agement, a few of the projects that Yolo
Land & Cattle Co. has implemented on
their ranch and their Landlords’ ranches
include cross-fencing of pastures, fencing
of ponds and riparian areas, planting of
native grasses, trees and shrubs, rotational
grazing, grazing on CRP lands and invasive
weed control.

“We are very honored to have been chosen
for this award by the judges, NCBA, NRCS,
and Dow Agri-sciences. Through the

ESAP process we have had the ability to see
firsthand what a great job ranchers are doing
across America to manage their lands in an
environmentally beneficial and sustainable
manner. This award helps showcase what
we can achieve with our many partners in
being true caretakers of the land, and the
continued value of keeping ranchers on the
land and having a viable ranching industry
in California and the USA,” Scott Stone said
after reflecting on the honor.

Chairman of the Board
Devere Dressler said,
“We are getting an
outstanding asset in Jack and we are proud to
have him join the board. His vision for the future
of agriculture and ranching in California coupled
with his experience will serve California, our
organization and our industry well.”
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Conservation News

FAREWELL TO RICE
AND BRANQUINHO

The Board and staff of the California
Rangeland Trust want to extend a special
thank you and fond farewell to two
exceptional and dedicated board women,
Brandy Branquinho and Jennifer Rice.

Brandy, Los Alamos, served the Range-
land Trust board for over four years.
She served on the Event Committee and
helped to garner valuable support from
donors and landowners alike during her
tenure, as well as being a catalyst for lo-

cal community group involvement. Her
deep roots in the ranching culture and
its traditions exemplify the community
the Rangeland Trust advocates for and is proud to have had
her guidance. Brandy will remain in an advisory role with the
board of directors and the board of directors cannot thank her
enough for her dedication to our mission.

JENNIFER RICE

Jennifer, Clements, while stepping down from the board of
directors will remain on the Outreach and Advocacy Com-
mittee and the Event Committee. Her experience in market-
ing, outreach and business will continue to serve the board
and staff as the organization grows. Jennifer has driven the
Rangeland Trust to set high goals and create detailed plans to
achieve them. Her guidance and support has been invaluable
and the organization is grateful to be able to retain her input
and influence. The Rangeland Trust board of directors wants
to thank Jennifer for promoting land conservation on working
landscapes and helping keep ranchers on the land.

CRT RECEIVES GRANT FROM
SIERRA NEVADA CONSERVANCY

The Rangeland Trust was awarded a $49,500 grant as part of a
larger $2.8million dollar granting program through the Sierra
Nevada Conservancy (SNC) in December 2007. The Rangeland
‘Trust plans to use the grant funds to conduct a rangeland assess-
ment on several ranches in the Sierra Nevada. The owners of
these ranches are interested in conserving their land by way of a
conservation easement to be held by the Rangeland Trust. The
ranches represent nearly 50,000 acres in 13 counties.

“Today (December 6, 2007) marks the launch of the Sierra Ne-
vada Conservancy’s grant funding program,” said Secretary for
Resources and SNC Board Chair Mike Chrisman. “We are very
pleased to provide financial support for local and region-wide
projects that will result in the protection and restoration of Sierra
watersheds and natural resources.”

The funding for the grants comes from Proposition 84, the Safe
Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control,
River and Coast Protection Bond Act passed by California voters
in November 2006. Proposition 84 included $54 million for the
SNC to provide grants to eligible organizations for the protec-
tion and restoration of rivers, lakes and streams, their watersheds
and associated land, water, and other natural resources.

This year’s state budget includes $17 million of the $54 million
for the SNC to distribute by June of 2008. It is anticipated that
the additional funds will be appropriated to the Conservancy
over the next two fiscal years. This year’s $17 million allocation
constitutes the first major source of project funding for distribu-
tion by the SNC. Information regarding the SNC and its grants

program can be found at www.sierranevada.ca.gov.

RANGELAND TRUST DONATES $2,500 TO SANTA BARBARA
CATTLEWOMEN SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

The Santa Barbara County Cattlewomen received a donation of $2,500.
from the California Rangeland Trust to go towards their scholarship
program. From the proceeds at their annual fundraising event, “A West-
ern Affair”, held June 2, 2007 at the San Julian Ranch in Lompoc, the
organization was able to provide the funds to the local Cattlewomen.

Each year the Cattlewomen give out a minimum of $2,500 to deserving
high school students who are going onto two and four year colleges or
trade school. The Cattlewomen enjoy giving their scholarship monies
to students who are going in to a trade or outreach of any kind. “We
really like to see our ranch kids go out into the workplace and be ad-

vocates for our industry in any discipline they choose. Santa Barbara
County Cattlewomen are honored to give these scholarships,” said
Brandy Branquinho, Santa Barbara County Cattlewomen board

of directors.

“Supporting the local youth who are interested in the ranching indus-
try and agriculture and giving back to the entities that help them is so
important to our organization. We are proud to donate these funds to
such a worthy group like Santa Barbara Cattlewomen who will pass
this benefit onto the youth in their community,” said Nita Vail, Executive
Director of the Rangeland Trust.
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RANCH AND
ENDANGERED SPECIES
HABITAT CONSERVED

The San Lorenzo Ranch located in Santa Barbara
County will forever remain a working cattle ranch
and critical habitat for the California Tiger Sala-
mander, an endangered species, as the result of
a conservation easement agreement between the
owners of the ranch and the California Rangeland
Trust. The easement contains 594 acres of pristine
habitat and links a continuous expanse of range-
land with vistas through the Los Alamos Valley
that will be here in perpetuity for future genera-
tions to enjoy.

The property is strategically located between
federally protected lands at Vandenberg Air Force
Base and the Los Padres National Forest which
will help provide both breeding habitat and an un-
fragmented wildlife corridor for this and other State
and Federally listed species. “As property owners,
we are committed to preserving Rancho San
Lorenzo as a habitat for native animals and plants
by balancing the crops we grow and the number of
cattle we run with the capacity of the land to sup-
port them,” said Sharon Kline ranch owner.

“We are proud to complete this conservation
easement agreement on the San Lorenzo Ranch
and forever conserve a family’s way of life and
the environment their existing ranching practices
support,” said Nita Vail executive director of the
Rangeland Trust.

Vail added, “Santa Barbara County possesses
some of the deepest ranching traditions in the
state, with lands still maintaining roots dating
back to the Spanish land grant days. The Califor-
nia Rangeland Trust is committed to preserving
this rich heritage and historic landscape as a way
to both honor the past and secure a lasting future
for these special places.”

The project was completed in partnership with the
Kline family, the Rangeland Trust, The Land Trust
for Santa Barbara County, the Wildlife Conserva-
tion Board and US Fish and Wildlife Service with
funding from the 2001 Recovery Land Acquisition
Program. The San Lorenzo Ranch will continue to
be privately owned, and remains on the county’s
property tax rolls, contributing to the Santa Bar-
bara County economy. \\ /

Conservation News

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY
HISTORIC RANCH CONSERVED

The San Lucas Ranch located in Santa Barbara County will forever
remain a working cattle ranch as the result of a conservation easement
agreement between the owners of the ranch and the California Range-
land Trust (Rangeland Trust). Originally part of the historic Spanish
land grant Rancho La Canada de Los Pinos, the owners purchased San
Lucas Ranch in 1924. This donated easement on 1,500 acres of their
working ranch preserves a piece of California’s western heritage, tre-
mendous habitat resources and spectacular viewsheds in perpetuity.

The remarkable vistas of this rangeland can be seen by the public from
State Highways 246 and 154 as well as Armour Ranch Road. A pri-
mary value of this property is the exceptional Valley Oak savannah and
grasslands that once covered most of the Valley. Additionally, the cur-
rent management practices and stewardship of this working landscape
provide notable benefit to adjacent riparian corridors and wildlands
while also serving to help maintain the natural function of these nearby
landscapes.

“Nancy Crawford-Hall’s donation of this easement will not only help
conserve this incredibly beautiful valley, but will help us connect rancher
provided stewardship into the oak covered hills beyond. Conservation
easements like this help assure clean air and water, fabulous habitat, and
economic benefits to ranching families for generations to come. She
has given us all a boundless legacy,” said Steve Sinton, Rangeland Trust
board member from the Central Coast region.

“California Rangeland Trust is honored to be a part of this easement
project on such a historic piece of property,” said Andy Mills, stew-
ardship director of the Rangeland Trust. “This property is a stunning
example of native Santa Ynez Valley habitat and now it will remain a
treasure to the community and our next generations forever.”

The San Lucas Ranch will continue to be privately owned, and remains
on the county’s property tax rolls, contributing to the Santa Barbara
County economy:. \\ /
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Events

ISLAND RANCHING
REMEMBERED

The 2nd Annual “A Day on Cowboy Island”
was like none other on Santa Rosa Island with
nearly 125 friends, family and supporters of
the California Rangeland Trust attending this
celebration of the rich ranching history of this
unique island. Guests came across the Santa
Barbara channel by boat and by plane to hear
the story of the island ranching culture that
once thrived here.

Santa Rosa Island was legislated into the
Channel Islands National Park in 1979, and
formally acquired in 1986 with a twenty five year
right to continue operations. In 1998, the Vail &
Vickers family cattle operation was ended per-
manently when environmental litigation forced
it's closure The loss of the more than 100 years
of cattle ranching, the generations of cowboys
and their families that grew up here, and the
vaquero traditions now live only in stories.

As lunch was served Nita Vail, Tim Vail and

Will Woolley, all fourth generation Vail family
members, spoke to the audience about the

rich history of the island community that once
supported the cattle operation on the island. As
the Vail family concluded their talk they shared
how important conserving California’s private
ranches are, not only for their environmental
values but for the heritage of the families that
live and work these landscapes.

A special treat at this year’s event was a
vehicle tour along the coast to the Torrey Pines,
just south of the main ranch house where an
impressive stand of these trees are located.
These distinguished looking pines are the
rarest of all pine trees in the United States and
are located in only two locations in the world,
La Jolla, CA and Santa Rosa Island. Guests
were able to walk among the trees and take in
the breathtaking vista from the hilltop location.

On behalf of the Rangeland Trust and the Vail
and Vickers families, we would like to extend
our sincerest thanks to all our guests, volun-
teers and supporters. This celebration of the
cowboy spirit and paying tribute to the heritage
of the California rancher was one of a kind.

This event will be offered again in the Fall of
2009 due to the pier reconstruction project.

FAMILY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Stewardship of Habitat

The ranch had been legally diverting irriga-
tion water from the Kern River since 1863,
and Hafenfeld was able to show that both
water diversion and the ranch’s irrigation
had positive effects on flycatcher habitat.
He proved that his diversion supported

2.7 miles of riparian habitat because 60%
of the water was absorbed by the willows
before it reached the pasture. In addition,
through aerial photos and site visits with
the Service biologist, Hafenfeld demon-
strated that prime riparian habitat and the
most consistent breeding grounds for the
flycatcher existed because of his existing
ranching practices. After a year-and-a-half
of perseverance by Hafenfeld, the Service
returned to the ranch and agreed that a
conservation easement on the Hafenfeld’s
family ranch would in fact preserve the
flycatcher habitat.

Hafenfeld successfully convinced the
Service change the Biological Opinion to
allow the use of conservation easements as
an alternative to fee title acquisition. Now
the Corps had an option for a portion of
the mitigation required under the Biologi-
cal Opinion, the purchase of a conservation
easement on Hafenfeld’s ranch. “This was a
key decision that has allowed the Service to
meet the legal requirements for the protec-
tion of an endangered species while open-
ing the door to more collaboration with
ranchers and the ranching community,” said
Thompson. “This project exemplifies look-
ing beyond traditional measures to preserve
wildlife by viewing private landowners as an
integral component.” From the big picture
perspective, it was incredible that the
Service had recognized that an agricultural
easement — dictating that existing ranching
practices be maintained - could meet the
requirements of a Biological Opinion.

In essence, a rancher, like Hafenfeld,
managing land for an endangered spe-

cies was now going to be protected under
the ESA rather than threatened by it.

To ensure that the easement focused on
agriculture, Hafenfeld contacted Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
to solicit their support. NRCS came to the
table with funds from the Farm and Ranch
Lands Protection Program (FRPP), along
with technical expertise. The FRPP funds
provided the additional dollars to secure an
easement to cover more of the Hafenfeld
property than was required by the Biologi-
cal Opinion.

“It is essential to recognize Bruce’s ingenu-
ity in pursuing mitigation funds, an example
that can be utilized by ranchers around the
state,” said California Rangeland Trust’s

Immediate Past Chairman Darrell Wood,
Vina. “There is an abundance of mitigation
funds available to protect red legged frog
habitat, vernal pools, Swainson’s hawk for-
aging grounds and the habitat of hundreds
of other species throughout California.”

Hafenfeld asked the California Rangeland
Trust (Rangeland Trust) to hold the con-
servation easement, and the organization
worked as an advocate for the Hafenfeld
family in final negotiations. During the
process, Hafenfeld and the Rangeland Trust
staff met several times in Sacramento with
representatives from the Corps, NRCS,
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation to
negotiate the final details of the easement.
“With the Rangeland Trust at the table
with me, I knew I had the expertise needed
to negotiate a close to the project,” said

Hafenfeld.

Protecting a Family Ranch

On July 12, 2007, after eight years of work-
ing to prove that their ranching operations
were valuable to the sustainability of the
flycatcher habitat, and to keep his family
on their land, Hafenfeld had a conservation
easement on his ranch. “We now have two
federal agencies to help protect the diver-
sion of our water rights, which is not only
supporting our ranching operation but the
critical habitat of an endangered species as
well,” stated Hafenfeld.

Hafenfeld and his family are grateful for
the opportunity created to work with these
agencies and get protection from the ESA,
which has so often been a threat to ranchers
around the country. He also sees a template
now in place for other ranchers and agen-
cies to work together to meet each party’s
unique needs.

California Rangeland Trust Transaction
Director handled the Hafenfeld project.
Following her work, Clark commented,
“The Rangeland Trust is proud to work on
a project with such unprecedented partner-
ships. We see a new paradigm for collabo-
rating with agencies and other conservation
groups to protect working family ranches.”

The partnerships developed from this con-
servation easement transaction now provide
an outline for other ranchers to use around
the state as they consider a conservation
easement and the opportunities that exist.
From the start, Hafenfeld says he wanted
to do what is best for the land and that is
exactly what he accomplished. “The only
thing we have given up is the development
rights, but the land and the ranch will be
here for my next generation and others, just
as it is. This was not an easy project, but it
was worth the effort.”
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CRT News

SAVE THE DATE: A Western Affair

On June 14, 2008, the Rangeland Trust will hold its annual fundraising
event at Vintage Angus Ranch in Modesto, hosted by Jim and Sue Coleman
and Tim Coleman of Sierra Ranch. Once again we will feature an exciting
live auction with unique and one-of-a-kind western themed items along
with our ever popular silent auction. Mark your calendars and plan to
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Visit our website for the latest in event information, online donations and
conservation news. Learn about our recently closed easement projects

and how you can support our efforts of conserving California’s working
landscapes. Coming soon to our site: a new conservation resources and funding
page, as well as enhancements to the look and navigation throughout.
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