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MADERA county family 

ranch CONSERVED forever 

Sacramento, Calif. (August 15, 2007) — The Van Alen Ranch located in Madera County will forever remain a working cattle ranch as the result of the conservation easement agreement between the owners of the ranch and the California Rangeland Trust. This transaction preserves a family’s way of life, a piece of California’s western heritage, tremendous habitat resources and spectacular oak woodlands in perpetuity. 

The Ranch is studded with oak trees on rolling hills, and lies at the heart of the Kennedy Table, one of the most unique and prominent geological features in California’s Sierra Foothills. Speckled with wildflowers, grasses and vernal pools, the land provides essential habitats for a diverse abundance of wildlife and plant species. The preservation of this property provides a significant component for the protection of the San Joaquin River Watershed and the maintenance of important wildlife corridors. Protection of this biologically rich land, with its strategic location to other protected lands and its significant size, provides important landscape connectivity. 

“California Rangeland Trust is proud to complete its first project in Madera County,” said Steve McDonald, board member of the Rangeland Trust and a local rancher from Sanger, CA. “This agreement will enable the next generation of ranchers to continue in the business, while keeping most of their property rights. We look forward to working with them and helping other ranchers for many years to come.”

The California Wildlife Conservation Board provided a grant to the Rangeland Trust for the project through the Oak Woodlands Grant Program. “This is a spectacular property and the first we funded in Madera County under the Oak Woodlands Conservation Program. We are delighted to continue working with the California Rangeland Trust to conserve a ranch with stunning oak trees,” said John Donnelly, Executive Director of the Wildlife Conservation Board. 

The Van Alen Ranch will continue to be privately owned, and remains on the county’s property tax rolls, contributing to the Madera County economy.

Electronic photos available upon request. 
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The California Rangeland Trust (www.rangelandtrust.org) is a statewide nonprofit organization created to conserve the open space, natural habitat and stewardship provided by California’s ranches. The Rangeland Trust holds conservation easements on working ranches covering over 178,300 acres throughout California.
