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California Rangeland Trust Receives One of the State's 

Top Environmental Leadership Awards

SACRAMENTO- The California Rangeland Trust received one of the State’s most prestigious environmental awards in the category of Environmental and Economic Partnerships for the Hearst Ranch Conservation Project. The Trust received the award along with The Hearst Corporation, American Land Conservancy and the State of California for permanently protecting the historic cattle ranch in San Luis Obispo County. Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger announced the winners of the 2006 Governor's Environmental and Economic Leadership Awards last week at the California Environmental Protection Agency headquarters building in Sacramento.

The Trust’s Executive Director, Nita Vail, was in attendance with the other recipients to accept the award. “We’re honored to be part of what was a visionary and innovative partnership. It was about having the right people in the right place at the right time, especially the local community that kept their eye on preserving the ranch and 18 miles of coastline.”

The Hearst Ranch Conservation Project includes 128 square miles of rangeland, fish and wildlife habitat, unique forests and rare coastal plants, all within a conservation easement on the 80,000 acres east of Highway 1, which restricts future development. The State also received ownership of ocean front land that will become part of the State Parks System. 

“This is such an amazing place,” said Steve Sinton, who serves on the Rangeland Trust’s Board of Directors and is a San Luis Obispo County resident.  “The Hearst family has provided great stewardship of this land for over 140 years and now we are assured that it will remain as it is forever.   All of us who worked on this wonderful project are thrilled that this achievement in conservation has received such high recognition.”

This award is the state of California’s highest and most prestigious environmental honor. Winners of the award are recognized for having made notable, voluntary contributions to conserving California’s precious resources, protecting and enhancing our environment, and building public-private partnerships. 

“We are extremely proud to be honored with these other groups,” said Sinton. “Our mission is to conserve rangeland such as the Hearst Ranch so generations to come will benefit from its resources, come to know its Western legacy and enjoy its beauty.  This project and this ranch are an extraordinary legacy.”

###

The California Rangeland Trust, a 501(c)(3) public benefit corporation, was created to conserve the open space, natural habitat and stewardship provided by California's ranches. To date, the trust has protected over 176,000 acres of productive grazing lands across the State through the use of conservation easements. For more information, please visit www.rangelandtrust.org.
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