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Madera County Ranch Conservation easment funding approved with overwhleming community support

Sacramento, Calif. (May 22, 2008) — Today, the California Wildlife Conservation Board approved funding from their Rangeland, Grazing Land and Grassland Protection Program for an agricultural conservation easement on the 1,080-acre Ecker Ranch in Madera County to be held by the California Rangeland Trust. The Rangeland Trust received over 100 letters from the Madera County community in support of the conservation of this historical and resource- rich property.

The Ecker Ranch is a privately-owned cattle ranch in the San Joaquin River watershed in the foothills of the central Sierra Nevada Mountains.  The project will assure the ranch is conserved in its open-space condition and continue to be used for livestock grazing.  The rangeland resources will be preserved through managed grazing, prohibiting subdivision and preventing conflicting uses.

The property is unique to the history of the California Gold Rush, the motherlode and the Sierra Foothills. The original ranch house, built by Chinese labor in or about 1870, is in pristine condition and of great historic value. A treasured family cemetery remains intact and is a reminder of the families history of stewardship on the land. Placing a conservation easement on the Ecker Ranch protects not only this precious rangeland, but also, it protects unique aspects of California’s heritage. 

The ranch is truly an asset to the surrounding community as landowners of the ranch invite different groups to visit the ranch. Visitors to the ranch enjoy its scenic open space, historic, cultural, archeological, and natural resource values. The ranch lends itself to fine fishing and hunting and, as such, the ranch maintains clubs for both of these activities. Family and youth groups come to the ranch for activities such as wildlife education, horse back riding, swimming and camping. 

“Our office was captivated with the fantastic display of community support for this ranch and its owners. Each letter told the story of how these open and working landscapes are the fabric of our communities and create a sense of place and home for all residents. We look forward to completing this outstanding project with the partnership of the Wildlife Conservation Board” said Michele Clark, transaction director for the California Rangeland Trust.

The landowner, J. B. Overstreet, maintains that one of the greatest things about their ranch is that they get to share its natural beauty and peaceful setting with others. They especially enjoy helping young people gain a deeper appreciation for the unique resources in the valley. 

Once complete the Ecker Ranch will continue to be privately owned, and remain on the county’s property tax rolls, contributing to the Madera County economy.

Electronic photos available upon request. 
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The California Rangeland Trust (www.rangelandtrust.org) is a statewide nonprofit organization created to conserve the open space, natural habitat and stewardship provided by California’s ranches. The Rangeland Trust holds conservation easements on working ranches covering over 183,000 acres throughout California.
