Rangeland Trust Bolsters Staff to Meet Demand
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The California Rangeland Trust is pleased to announce a new management structure that will grow the organization’s ability to meet increasing demand by California ranchers to conserve properties through conservation easements and protect more ranchland throughout the state.
Rangeland Trust Executive Director Nita Vail, Sacramento, will assume the role of Chief Executive Officer (CEO), providing strategic oversight to the organization and expanding regional outreach and relationships with community funders and donors.


Additionally Ben Higgins, Sacramento, has been hired as Chief Operating Officer, and will oversee day-to-day operations and provide legislative and regulatory support.

Most recently serving as the State Director of USDA Rural Development California, Higgins also held the position of Executive Vice President of the California Cattlemen’s Association from 2002 to 2006. Higgins brings to the Rangeland Trust an understanding of economic, land-use and regulatory challenges faced by ranchers; a track record of working with federal and state policymakers; and management acumen honed by leadership of a federal agency. 
“Our new management structure is a strategic step forward for our organization and will add greatly to the long term viability of agriculture and rangeland habitat in California,” said Rangeland Trust Chair Devere Dressler, Gardnerville, Nev.


“By consolidating management functions, focusing existing resources on fundraising, and through a number of grants we’re able to hire a Chief Operating Officer and create a CEO role while staying well within budgetary parameters,” said Vice Chair Steve McDonald, Sanger.
In just the last two years demand from ranchers has exploded with an additional 63,000 acres added to the Rangeland Trust’s pending project list. Private landowners have voluntarily come to the organization because of the trust they have built within their community. In the Rangeland Trust’s 10-year history, the organization has successfully worked with ranchers to protect 184,317 acres of rangeland making them the largest statewide land trust.

Vail added, “I have watched us grow beyond our wildest dreams. Developing our management team ushers in a new chapter of growth which translates into more ranches saved.” 
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